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Overview

The New Jersey Community Stage Relief Grant Program provides grants 

up to $300,000 to for-profit venues, businesses, and sole proprietors that 

host, organize, promote, produce, or manage live events or 

performances by performing artists.

Applications for the New Jersey Community Stage 

Relief Grant Program will open at 

9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, August 17th, 2021.

The application is first-come, first-served. 



AVAILABLE 
FUNDING 

►Awards equal to 30% of decline in 
operating revenue from 2019 to 2020

►Maximum grant of $300,000

►33% of funding set aside for businesses in 
Opportunity Zone-eligible census tracts
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Eligibility 

New Jersey-based for-profit venues and businesses (including sole proprietors) that host, 

organize, promote, produce, or manage live events or performances by performing artists.

Venues’ capacity cannot exceed 2,500.

MUST MEET ONE OF THESE 
REQUIREMENTS 

ALL OF THESE 
REQUIREMENTS 

&OR

NAICS Code: 

711410,  711310,  711320,  711110,  711130

50% or more operating revenue from 
organization, hosting, promotion, production, 

or management of live performances

► 25% or greater operating loss from Q2 2019 to Q2 2020

► Involvement in an average of at least 2 performances per week 
(at least 26 performances) over any consecutive 13-week period 
beginning January 1, 2019

► Admissions fees were collected at performances or tickets were 
sold for performances

► Artists who performed were paid for their involvement in 
performances
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Eligible Funding Uses 

Funds received through the New Jersey Community Stage Relief Grant Program can be 
used for working capital expenses. 

Examples of working capital expenses include:

PAYROLL RENT MORTGAGE SUPPLIESINVENTORY
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Application Process

► Applications for the New Jersey Community Stage Relief Grant Program will open 
at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, August 17th, 2021

► Applications are first-come, first-served

► In the event that an application is missing information, applicants will be given 
five (5) business days to correct or preserve their application by providing missing 
documentation

A sample application is available here: 

https://www.njeda.com/nj-community-stage-relief-fund-sample-application-2/

The NJEDA strongly encourages all applicants to review the sample application and 

prepare all required business information and documentation prior to the day the 

application opens.

https://www.njeda.com/nj-community-stage-relief-fund-sample-application-2/
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Required Information 

All applicants will need to provide the following information as part of the application:

✓ Contact information (phone number and email address) for an Authorized Representative

✓ Official business name and DBA/trade name (if different from official name)

✓ Business address and primary business location

✓ Business formation date and date operations began (may be different from business formation date)

✓ Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN)

✓ Business ownership structure (i.e. Sole Proprietor, C-Corporation, S-Corporation, etc.)

✓ 2019 and 2020 annual revenue

✓ 2019 and 2020 business operating revenue, including specific figures for Q2 2019 and Q2 2020

✓ NAICS code

✓ Estimated revenue loss as a result of business closure as of December 31, 2020

✓ Information about all prior federal, state, local, or non-profit COVID-19 relief that the venue, business, or sole 

proprietor has been approved for or received

✓ Intended uses for grant funding
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Required Documentation 

Businesses and venues will also need to provide the following documentation: 

✓ Current New Jersey Tax Clearance Certificate

✓ 2019 and 2020 income statements

✓ 2019 and 2020 New Jersey business tax returns

✓ Documentation demonstrating involvement in an average of at least two live performances or events 

per week (a total of at least 26 events) in any consecutive 13-week period beginning January 1, 2019

✓ Documentation demonstrating the collection of admission fees for events

✓ Documentation showing mutual agreements between four (4) different artists or their 

representatives and the applying entity or host venue that clearly demonstrate the performing artist 

was paid

✓ Venues only: New Jersey Certificate of Occupancy

All documents should be saved in a digital format that will be easy to upload (PDF, PNG, or JPEG).

The NJEDA encourages all applicants to compile these documents before the application opens.
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Sample Documents

The NJEDA strongly encourages all applicants to compile 

these documents before the application opens.

Documentation demonstrating involvement in an average of at least two live performances or events 

per week (a total of at least 26 events) in any consecutive 13-week period beginning January 1, 2019

and the collection of admission fees for events

TICKET INVOICES

TICKET STUBS & COPIES

SYSTEM SALES REPORTS 

PRESS COVERAGE OF 

EVENTS 

MARKETING MATERIALS
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Sample Documents

The NJEDA strongly encourages all applicants to compile 

these documents before the application opens.

Documentation showing mutual agreements between four (4) different artists or their representatives 

and the applying entity or host venue that clearly demonstrate the performing artist was paid

CONTRACTS AGREEMENT LETTERS 

OR FORMS 

DATED TEXT MESSAGES 

OR EMAILS 
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Applications Open August 17, 2021

► Applications for the New Jersey Community Stage Relief Grant Program will open 
at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, August 17th, 2021

► Applications are first-come, first-served

► If you have questions or need assistance with the application process, call the 
NJEDA Call Center at 844-965-1125

A sample application is available here: 

https://www.njeda.com/nj-community-stage-relief-fund-sample-application-2/

The NJEDA strongly encourages all applicants to review the sample application and 

prepare all required business information and documentation prior to the day the 

application opens.

https://www.njeda.com/nj-community-stage-relief-fund-sample-application-2/


@NewJerseyEDA |  njeda.com |  609.858.6767

Learn more about the program at 

https://business.nj.gov/covid/community-stage
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https://business.nj.gov/covid/community-stage

